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Bio of Pierre LACONTE
pierre.laconte@ffue.org

- Dr of Laws and Dr of Economics (Catholic University of Louvain — UCL - Belgium). Dr H.c. (Napier
University, Edinburgh).

- President, Foundation for the Urban Environment, Brussels (www.ffue.org).

- President, International Society of City and Regional Planners (www.isocarp.org)

- Vice-President, European Environment Agency Scientific Committee.

- Honorary Secretary General of the International Association of Public Transport (www.uitp.org).

- Was one of the three planners in charge of the master plan and the architectural coordination of Louvain-la-
Neuve, a new university town developed from 1968 by the UCL near Brussels, together with a new railway
station. Louvain-la-Neuve won the Abercrombie Award of the International Union of Architects in 1982. It
presently has a population of around 40.000.

- Member of the Belgian Government Delegation at Habitat 1 (1976) and 11 (1996) and at the Kyoto Conference
on Climate (1997).

- UN Habitat Scroll of Honour Award (1999)

- Member, Akademie der Kiinste, Berlin (Sektion Baukunst).

- Advisory Committee member of CERTU (French national research centre for the built environment).
- Member of the Editorial Board, “Progress in Planning” (Elsevier)

- Council member, Europa Nostra (European Federation of heritage organisations),

- Chair of the Europa Nostra Industrial and Engineering Heritage Taskforce.

- His book in French on urban change and property markets (“Mutations urbaines et marchés immobiliers” -
1978) won the Credit Communal/Gemeentekrediet Award 1974-1978 for Law and Economics.

- Edited publications include “Water Resources and Land-Use Planning; A Systems Approach”, “Human and
Energy Factors in Urban Planning: A Systems Approach” (both 1982) and “Brussels: Perspectives on a
European Capital” (co-edited with Carola Hein).

- This latest publication shared the Society for Human Ecology’s 2008 Award for the best publication of the year
in that field.

- Special areas of interest: High density-low rise urban design, energy savings in neighbourhood development
and heritage conservation, impact of transport on land-use and the environment.
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